
California Coalition for Mental Health 

Tuesday January 24, 2017 

10 am- 3 pm 

Meeting called to order at 10:07 am.  

Shaw moved, Barlow seconded to accept the September 2016 meeting minutes. Motion approved.  

Carol Neidenberg presented Treasurer’s report. CCMH has $29,583.36 in the bank. A list of organizations 

and their renewal status for 2017 will be ready by the end of the month.  

CCMH Legislative White Paper  

A suggestion to draft a white paper on mental health issues was raised at the September meeting. The 

paper was drafted by Chad Costello (MHALA), Lucinda Dei Rossi (CASRA) and presented by Kellen 

Russoniello (ACLU of San Diego and Imperial Counties). The three priorities identified in the paper are as 

follows:  

 Expand access to MH services through workforce development  

 Reduce incarceration of people living with mental illness through pretrial reform and investment 

in community resources 

 Increase access to supportive and affordable housing.  

Suggestions taken re: disproportionate number of people of color incarcerated; increase access to a 

diverse workforce; frame as an access issue; stigma reduction; treatment programs connected to 

housing; increase in workforce through implementation and enforcement of Medicaid regulations on 

network adequacy; used action items/verbs in wording. 

Shaw moves, Epstein seconds to approve the white paper with edits/suggestions and cover letter, which 

will be sent for a final review by Thursday January 26th, with further input needed by the end of the 

weekend. Motion approved.  

Letter/paper will be emailed and hand delivered to targeted offices (staff and legislators). Veterans, 

Judiciary, Business and Professions Committees, and DCA Licensing boards will be added to list. A press 

release will be sent through Capitol Morning Report; Rusty will ask PR firm Pascal-Roth to send out to 

their list. 

Epstein moves, Vernon seconds to authorize the President to spend up to $500 to draft/send press 

release. Motion approved.  

Review of Newly Elected/Appointed Assemblymembers and Senators  

Assemblymember Anna Caballero was former head of CDA. GV Ayers will meet with her Chief of Staff on 

behalf of CCMH. 



Todd Gloria and Toni Atkins could be strong allies and have deep district connections.  

Senator Portantino should be a friend to the MH community.  

There should be a different meeting for introducing ourselves versus discussing the white paper.   

Follow up should be led by the workgroup chairs on their issues highlighted in the paper. 

Meetings can be done in the District and Capitol offices.  

Discussion of how to incorporate the potential/likely drastic changes at the federal level that will affect 

services provided in CA.  

Governor’s Budget/Discussion  

Federal  

Dr. Jon Perez, SAMHSA District IX, presented on “What we know-4 days into new administration.” 

First act was to freeze all hiring and salaries on fed positions. HHS Secretary designee Tom Price 

presented in Senate committee again today; not yet approved by the Senate. SAMHSA’s charter 

renewed under 21st Century CURES Act. The bill, among other things, elevated SAMHSA’s 

Administrator’s position to Asst. Secretary.  Various talks about changing rules and regs of the ACA to 

make it look like “Trumpcare.” Legislation introduced yesterday to allow state to keep ACA if they want 

to. Fed govt operating on a continuing resolution until April 2017; new budget numbers will have impact 

on the agencies. Waivers could be affected, depending on new CMS Director. SAMHSA can respond to 

specific questions from the Legislature but protocol dictates that there’s a process to honor the state 

and federal divide.  

State 

CBHDA has budget summary up on website.  

o State acknowledged responsibility to provide funding when new state rules are issued. 

o Waiver for expanded substance use disorder services in budget.  

o Criminal justice: Proposal to move 1000+ patients from State Hospitals to CDCR; 

facilities and services intended to be the same or better; increase in rehabilitation 

services.   

o Concern of elimination of $67.5 million in jail diversion-dollars hadn’t been pushed out 

the door yet by CHAFA; Reduction in Children’s MH Crisis Services. Want to know more 

about access to POST/CIT training. Eliminating $400 million for housing.  

o Concerns: New requirements for Alcohol/Drug (Drug Medi-Cal); continuum of care 

reform- expand access to specialty MH to children in foster care. May Revise will have 

more details.  

Renewed interest in single payer bill? A bill will be introduced in 2017. 



 

Planning for the New Administration Linda Nguy, Western Center on Law and Poverty 

A fact sheet from Western Center was distributed. 

CA had been leader in ACA implementation and worked to cut un-insurance rates dramatically. Expect 

repeal of ACA through budget reconciliation process (51 votes needed; majority vote). Reps needing to 

be flipped: 3 in Senate; 24 in House.  

 Repeal of tax credits and cost sharing monies ($5 billion in CA). Could be more immediate.  

 Cuts to block grants: 50% over 10 years-$2-3 billion per year. Tie growth to inflation; not medical 

cost index. 

 CA Budget unable to backfill $.  

 Cuts: groups of people who are eligible and/or scope of services-would likely have 2-3 year 

delay.   

Questions/comments from members:  

o CPEHN will circulate fact sheet on ACA repeal numbers.  

o Can we get law enforcement involved in advocating for ACA? 

o What will changes in federal immigration mean for health care policy? 

o What consumer protections (i.e. pre-existing condition coverage) are at stake? 

o 300K jobs in health care are estimated to be lost.  

o Health Access is hosting weekly calls on strategy and engagement to fight repeal.  

CCMH “Criminalization” Workgroup Discussion  

Workgroups calls will be again shortly.  

Handouts distributed:  

1. A schedule of 2017 COMIO workshops and meetings 

2. Feb 1st Workshop Agenda  

3. Feb 2nd Council Meeting Agenda  

4. 21st Century CURES Act Fact Sheet 

 Concerns were reiterated of elimination of $67.5 million in jail diversion funding.  

Legislation re: MH and Criminal Justice  

AB 42 (Bonta)-Bail Reform  

SB 8 (Beall)-Diversion, SB 142 (Beall)-History of MI can inform case proceedings, SB 143 (Beall)-people 

with MI are treated fairly with respect to Prop 47; office is looking for input on these 3 bills. 

Housing bills; Counties who passed housing bonds-advocacy work on implementation.  



A report with all bills will be ready next week.  

When workgroup call dates are decided, they will appear on CCMH website.  

CCMH Parity Workgroup Discussion  

No call held in December.  

Looking at issues such as reimbursement levels, single payer system, and network adequacy.  

New workgroup call dates will be scheduled shortly.  

Commissioner Jones will be working with Legislature to introduce a bill to place parity enforcement in 

Insurance Code. CCMH will be asked to support.  

New Business 

There is a vacancy in a Chair for the Housing Workgroup. Joseph will ask CBHDA if there’s interest to 

have a CBHDA designee chair the committee.  

CA Housing Dept. is concluding public comments on “No Place Like Home” initiative at the end 

of January.  

New bills:  

 AB 191-Allows MFTs and LPCCs to be second signature on holds after 5150 holds.  

 AB 42/SB 10-Bail reform in spot language now. Reform to mean bail cannot be imposed and 

allow someone to remain incarcerated for only their inability to pay.  

 Prop 47 grant requests out; Prop 57 regulations expected soon.  

 Follow-up to SB 1174. 

Next meeting: Currently scheduled for Tuesday March 21, 2017 in Sacramento. A Doodle poll will be 

sent to see if that date works or if a new date is better.  

Potential Participants to Invite:  

 CA Hospital Assn.  

 Local County Health Plans  

 Department of Insurance 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm.  


